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Today, Wikipedia is a community leader which
has solutions to all the problems of the world
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WHERE Fmrm {evige 15 free, into that keaven of freedom, my father,

Lei my courtiry awake. ..

I remember these famous words from Rabindranath Tagore, |
whenever | think of Wikipedia that has connectad dhe wholeworld |
in the form of a knowledge community. What's more, Wikipedia
Itelf is run as a community effort, It is a community project whose
end result ks an encyclopedia having 7.4 million mf:m 253 lan-
guages, | Amillion of whichare inthe English edicon. It hassteadily
risgen in popularity since its inception and currently ranks among the
top 10 most-visited websites worldwide.

Thestatistics i= mind boggling, Evervday hundreds of thousamds
off visitors from around the world make tens of thousands of edits
and create thousands of new articles roenhance the knowledge held
by the Wikipedia encyclopedia. It can be edited and read by peaple
of all ages and culrpral and social backgmounds, who hove sccess to
the internet. A large, diverse editor hase also provides scoess and
breadrh onsubjectmatter tharisotherwise naccesstble or Enle doc-
umented, Wikipediz receives betwieen 10,000 and 30,000 poge
requests per second, depending on time of diy |

We are mcreasingly turning to Wikipedia for resesrch and infor-
marion on almost every topic from car children’s schoal projects, o
tips on parenting. technology to'cross checking the medication
glven by our doctor 1o law o management sirategies, why, even to
spiritoal £yan! Wikipedia's content is being used in academic stud-
ies, books, conferences and court cases.

What impressed memost was that Wikipedia has been conceived |
by the nonprofit Wikimedia Foundation, which has ¢reated an |
entire family of free-content wojects. The functions of the
Wikimedia Foundation are executed almost entirely by volunteers

I read recently thor Wikimedin Foundation has less than 10
employees! They have an International Advisary board of experts
who give the Foundation meaninghd helpon s mmﬂarhmi:mmany
different arezs,

What makes Wikipedia an amazing cxperience is:

Knowledge creation and sharing comes free tn 2 world driven by ‘
the profit motive.

It took less than two million dollars of funding to cremte a big
global impact!

What ook Hritannica so many
years has been achieved Ina

~tnbelievably thore-span &f
rime, by the power ol collab-
oration amongst the Wik
user fratemity,

Itis a great example of
the strength of open shar.
ing and yer maimaining
the purity of content

In contrast, we put in so
muny conmrols and informa-
tion security policies in place
in. organisations and = are
unablé to come up with a portal
of the calibre of Wikipedia, despite
the availobility of dedicated
resourees, fininces or people.
Ten employess, two mil:
lion dollars, a sea of
volunteers and a
world of knowl-




